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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEI?ENSE

SUBJECT: Public Information Principles - ACTION IUM0RANDUN

Apart from the requirements established by the Freedom of Information

Act, it has been customary for the Secretary of Defense to issue in

hi s own name a directive which sets forth tharinceajndeibic
the

Ameiicai people DiccL1ve5 signed ay Secictaiies Laird, Richardson
and Schlesinger are at Tabs B, C and D.

This directive has considerable utiiit. It not only serves as a guide

for senior military and civilian officials but it is an important

expression of your personal commitment to the concept of the public

accountability of public officials. 1t is made available to members of
Congress, college students, journalists and it becomes a basic point of

reference for those who support your public information policies in

speeches and other public forums.

It is irnortant that the document be sicned and rc1eaed so that YOU
>fl bfl>bU

;t appearance on the Hill, because

mn embers of Congress are aware thtbur predecess have expressed

themselves in a similar manner.

Recommend you sign that memorandum st Tab A for release prior to

January 27. 7) 1
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7.11iani I. Grecnç</ i.
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NO. 153-.69
OXcrd 50192 Ir.fo,',MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS: March 5, .1969 axford 73189 (Copien)

Secretary. of Defense Melvin R. La±rd issued the following memorandumMarch 1969:

MEMCANDUN FOR Secretaries of the Military Departments
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Dtaff
Director of Defense Research and Engineering
Assistant Secretaries of Defense
Assistants to the Secret:ry of Defense
Directors of the Defcnse .Aencies

SUBJECT: blic Information Principles

To assure bbat the Americen people are fully informed about mattersnational defense, I intend that the Department of Defense shall conductactivities in an open manner, consistent with the reed fer security.means that uriclass ified information, other thSn that exempted by tise Freedomof Information Act, must be readily accessible to the public and the press.Because of the importance I attach to this matter, I want to state
principles wnich I expect to be followed in the conduct of public affairsactivities of this Department.

Our first concern must he the security of th United Statesthe safety of our Armed Forces. Therefore, information which would advcrseyaffect the security of our country or eniasger our raen should riot be dis-closed.

The prQvisions of the Freedom orInformation Act (5 USC 555) willsupported in both-letter and spirit.

No information will 'be classified solely because disclosure mightresult in criticism of the Department of Defense. To avoid abuse offication procedures, we must adhere strictly to the criteria set forthExecative Order ì '01.

Our obligation to provide the public with accurate, timely infor-mation on major Department of Defense programas wil require, ininstances, detailed public information planning and coordination withinDepartment and with other government agencies. However, I want. to emphasizethat the sole purpose of such planning and coordination will be to expeditethe flow of information to the public. Proiganda has no place inDepartment of Defense public information programs.
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Therefore, I direct that each addreaee review 1l 1xrtinent directives,
plicea and pubìc icforntiön plans to ir:u-e prcnDt and ccc'plete coma
pliance with these principles. Those which do not meet the foregoing
criteria will be revised or rescinded.

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Iblic Affairs) is responsible for
advising and assisting inc in the fulfillment of these public informatIon
principles throußhout the Department of Defense.

/s/ MelvIn R. Laird


